Swedish Lutherans Serving in the Church of England in the American 
Colonies 
By Thomas N. Rightmyer 


Actelius, Israel 

Born December 4, 1714, Oster-Aker, Sweden, son of local pastor Johan and Sara 
Gahm <Actrelius. Uppsala University: student 1727-43. Ordained 1743. Pastor, Riala, 
Kulla, Norra Ljustero 1745-49. Preacher Extraordinary (assistant) at Admiralty, 
Stockholm 1749. 

Appointed May 29, 1749, Provost of Swedish clergy in Delaware, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania at salary of 50 pounds. He was to serve Raccoon and Penn’s Neck, 
New Jersey, but his appointment was changed before he left Sweden to succeed the dead 
Peter Tranberg at Christina (Wilmington), Delaware. 

Sailed with Preacher Extraordinary (assistant) Eric Unander July 20, arrived 
London August 17, 1749 for endorsement by Bishop Sherlock of London and English 
government. Arrived in Delaware by November 25, 1749. 

Put Christina church affairs in order. Learned English, preached in it in his 
church and Chichester, (Marcus Hook), Pennsylvania and White Clay Creek, Delaware. 
Resigned in ill health. Succeeded by Eric Unander. Sailed for Sweden November 9, 1756. 
Pastor, Fellingsbro, Westeras diocese 1758 to death there April 25, 1800. Rural Dean. 

Conflict with Thomas Thompson, SPG missionary at Chester when Actrelius 
served mission at Chichester, between Chester and Wilmington. Pennsylvania clergy 
sided with Acrelius. 

Wrote Description of the Former and Present Condition of the Swedish Churches in What 
was Called New Sweden, Afterwards New Netherland, but at the Present Time Pennsylvania, Together 
with the Adjacent Places on the River De La Ware, West Jersey, and New Castle County, in North 
America, Stockholm: Printed by Harberg and Hasselberg, 1759, translated by William M. 
Reynolds and published as _A History of New Sweden; or, The Settlements on the River Delaware, 
Philadelphia: Publication Fund of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 1874, has 
portrait from one at Old Swedes’, Philadelphia. “The chief literary monument of the 
Swedes on the Delaware.” Swedish churches later became Episcopal congregations. 

Married 1759 Katarina Elisabet Strangh, daughter of his predecessor at 
Fellingsbro. 

A 1:10, DAB 1:32, CAB 1:14, Burr OS Records 413-465, Clay 122, 152, Eckman 

29, 103, 117, 123, 124, Weis MC 168, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):123, White 

HM 46(1977):172. 


Asfleck, see Falk. 
Auren, Jonas 

(Aureen) Born 1671 if ordained priest at age 24 in 1695. From Wermeland. 
Family had often entertained king. Sent by Charles [IX of Sweden with Andrew Rudman 
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and Eric Bjork. Left Stockholm August 4, 1696, in London by October 10, 1696, to 
Delaware by June 24, 1697. Auren’s “task was to explore the situation and then return to 
Sweden with an account of the colony.” However he stayed because of the king’s death, 
assisted Bjork, and was present with Rudman at laying of cornerstone of Holy Trinity 
May 28, 1698. Did missionary work among Indians at Conestoga January, 1699/1700. 
Preached for the English at Elk River and by 1703 became a Sabbatarian. With approval 
of Bjork and the Governor of New York and New Jersey he served at Raccoon Creek, 
New Jersey 1706 to death there February 18, 1713, buried there February 24. 

Wrote a Sabbatarian tract, Noah’s Dove, answered by Eric Bjork in A Little Olive 
Leaf Put in the Mouth of That (So-Called) Noah’s Dove, New York, 1704. 

Left wife and two sons. 

Acrelius 197, 319, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 18, Burr OS Records 11-12, 27, 40, 111, 
119, 149, Clay 150, 153, Eckman 77, 84, 87, Geissler 15-20, 22-23, 33-34, 37, 97, R Del 
97-98, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):117. 


Bjork, Eric Tobias 

(Biork, Bjoerk) Born 1672 if ordained priest at age 24, but probably earlier, 
Westmanland, Sweden. Tutor in home of Dr. Jasper Svedberg, Provost of the Cathedral, 
Upsala. Ordained Upsala, Sweden before July 15, 1606. Embarked with Andrew Rudman 
August 4, 1696, arrived in London October 10, 1696 to secure British government and 
church approval. Left England February 4, 1697 on Jeffris, Captain Cooper. 

Arrived Annapolis June 19, welcomed by Governor Francis Nicholson, arrived at 
Frenchtown, Maryland (head of Chesapeake Bay) June 24, at Philadelphia from June 30. 

Pastor at Cranehook (Tranhook) 1697-99, then built Holy Trinity church at 
Christina (later Wilmington). He served until he returned to Sweden June 29, 1714. 
Provost 1713-14. Pastor at Fahlun, Dalcarlia Province, Sweden, appointed May 1, 1712, 
served 1714 to death August 21, 1740. 

Laid foundation for Holy Trinity May 28, 1698, dedicated it Trinity Sunday, 
1699, arranged for purchase of a glebe and the building of a “Priest’s house.” He, 
Andrew Rudman and Andrew Sandel ordained Justus Falkner at Wicaco 1703 to be 
Lutheran minister at New York. Joined with Rudman and New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania clergy at Burlington November 2, 1705 requesting a bishop. On June 13, 
1707 visit to “upper congregation” of Swedes, preached in English near Oxford. Began 
from August 7, 1709 to hold English service, following Swedish one, at Holy Trinity. 
Preached at Marcus Hook after September 5, 1710 while George Ross was in England, 
but found congregation lacking. Exchanged with Ross at Chester May 18, 1711. Supplied 
Apoquimininck, received SPG gratuity of £10 May 28, 1711 as Erinus Burk. Also 
supplied during the 1713 vacancy at Immanuel Church, New Castle. 

Presented petition from Swedes in Pennsylvania against 1714 Pennsylvania 
Assembly act allowing Quakers to affirm in all legal cases as “a new plan to lead others 
into Quakerism.” 
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He continued to be interested in the welfare of the Delaware and Pennsylvania 
churches, arranged for Fahlum Mining Company to give chalice and paten to Christina 
Church in 1718, complained of Samuel Hesselius’ settlement of church land claim in 
letter recetved May 29, 1729. 

Wrote A Littk Olive Leaf Put in the Mouth of That (So-Called) Noah’s Dove, New 
York, 1704, to answer Jonas Aureen’s Sabbatarian tract, Noah’s Dove. 

Married at Christina Church, Christina, Peter Stalcop’s daughter, children: Tobias 
Eric, Magdalena, Catharina, Christina and Maria (born July 18, 1713, baptized July 19). 
Another son, Peter, died September 20, 1710 and was buried just before the pastor’s pew 
near the altar in Old Swedes. Returned to Sweden with his family and his wife’s sister 
Maria, her husband John Cornelius Van de Ver and a fatherless child Anna, Lylof 
Stedham’s daughter, who had lived with Bjork from infancy. 

Son Tobias Eric Bjork wrote Dissertatio gradualis de Plantatione Ecclesiae Svecanae in 
America for Upsala degree 1731, translated & edited by Ira Oliver Nothstein as The 
Planting of the Swedish Church in America, Rock Island, Illinois, 1943. 

The friendly cooperation with the Church of England was based on their both 
being state churches. “And we have always been counseled and instructed from Sweden 
to maintain friendship and unity with the English, so that we and the English Church 
shall not reckon ourselves as dissenters ... but as sister Churches.” (OS Records 143). 

Acrelius xxiv, 130, 198, 264-274, 285, Burr OS Records 11-169, 175, 193, 216, 

282-3, 311, 336, Clay 54-73, 152, Eckman 44, 77, 82-89, 94-96, 122, 130, 131, 

Geissler 15, 21-38, 98, SPG-LP 15(2:271), Weis MC 180, Burr “Swedes” HM 

7(1938):117, Libby HM 36(1967):213. 


Borell, Andrew 
(- Andreas) Born 1734 if ordained priest at age 24 in 1757, but probably earlier. 
Appointed 1757 Provost (praepositus) and Pastor of Holy Trinity, Christina 
(Wilmington), Delaware. Arrived April, 1759. 

Church, now incorporated, sought 1763 from Proprietors Thomas and Richard 
Penn patent to land of Aaron Johnson “forfeited or escheated to your Honouts,” but 
bequeathed by Johnson (in 1707) to the church. Nothing came of this appeal. 

Sick 1767, assisted by Lars Girelius. Died and buried April 5, 1768. 

Acrelius 313, Burr OS Records [340-342], 482, 484, Clay 153, Eckman 129, 131 
counod 


Campanius, Johan 

(Johan Campanius Holm) Born August 15, 1601, Stockholm. Upsala University: 
to 1633. Chaplain, Swedish legation to Russia 1634. Schoolmaster, Norrtalje, Sweden 
1635-37? Chaplain and Preceptor, Stockholm Orphans Home 1637-42. Came with 
Governor John Printz in Fame, 1642. Minister, Swedish settlement in Delaware, church 
at Tinicum Island, New Gottenburg, 1642-48. Pastor, Frosthult and Hernevi, Sweden 
1649 to death September 17, 1683. 
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Arrived early 1643, visited the scattered Swedish settlements, learned Algonkian 
Delaware Indian dialect, translated Luther’s Catechism, one of the earliest attempts to 
write an American tongue, consecrated church on Tinicum Island, New Gottenburg. 

Surname Campanius, resident at Stockholm so Holm added to distinguish him 
from any other Johan Campanius. Grandson Thomas Campanius Holm published his 
writings, including Discription of New Sweden, 1702, translated by P.S. DuPonceau, 1834. 

DAB 3:445, DARB 85-86, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 12, 17, Clay 20 36, 149, 

Eckman 8-9, Geissler 9, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):114, Hammarskold HM 

2(1933):13-14. 


Collin, Nicholas 

(- Nils in Swedish) Born August 2, 1746 in Fundbo, one Swedish (about 6 
English) miles from Upsala, Sweden, son of Pastor Nils Collin (1701-76) and Maria 
Nordstedt Collin. See below for grandparents and brothers. Upsala University: 
matriculated November 30, 1759 (age 13). Tutor 1765-68 to children of Olof Celsius, Jr. 
(1716-94) later bishop. Defended thesis “Dissertatio de cognitione probabil” May 30, 
1767 (text in American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia). Recommended for America 
by Upsala Consistory November 17, 1768, ordained December 20, 1768. Appointed May 
12, 1769 “minister extraordinary” to Swedish Churches in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
Left Stockholm July, 1769, arrtved London September 5, stayed in London until March, 
1770, arrtved at Philadelphia May 12, 1770. 

Assistant to John Wicksell at Penns Neck and Raccoon (Swedesborough), New 
Jersey 1770 74, lived with Wicksell’s family. Also visited Maurice River Swedish 
community monthly, supplied in Wicaco and its missions at Morlatton, Upper Merion 
and Kingsessing. Contracted malaria September, 1771. 

Succeeded Wicksell October, 1773. English speaking congregation much larger 
than Swedish, so Swedish Divine Service held third Sundays “and on all important 
holidays, especially Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Good Friday.” Sometimes both 
Swedish and English sermons same day. 

Neutral during Revolution as Swedish subject, though harassed. Swedesborough 
raided by British and Patriots in 1778; Anthoy Wayne stayed night in Collin’s house “last 
of February, 1778;” British troops attacked next day. In May, 1778 American troops 
quartered themselves in the church and pillaged the people. Collin visited prisoners from 
both sides, ministered in German to Hessian prisioners, accompanied Loyalist 
parishioner to scaffold mid-January, 1779. 

Provost (Dean) of Swedish congregations from 1775. Asked for recall July 8, 
1778. Return authorized November 22, 1782, received May, 1783, but church was being 
built at Raccoon (Swedesborough) and Collin instead asked for transfer to Wicaco. This 
was approved August 10, 1785, and he left for Philadelphia July, 1786. Served as rector 
of Wicaco 45 years to death October 7, 1831. 

New Swedesborough church completed 1786. Collin subscribed 40 riksdaler 
(£16) and paid other bills for 150 riksdaler (£60). John Wade, formerly at Morlatton, 


Swedish Lutherans Serving in the Church of England in the American Colonies, 5 


Pennsylvania, was supply 1788-90. John Croes was ordained 1792 for Swedesborough, 
Samuel Gray at Penns Neck and Salem 1790-94, then John Wade from 1798. 

Collin secured 1787 act of Pennsylvania Assembly amending 1765 Charter to 
provide for election of rector of Swedish churches by parishoners. He had conflict with 
vestry 1789-1793 over his effort to collect ground rents due the church. “Conservative 
by training and inclination” he supported Federalists. In June - July, 1794 he visited New 
York and New England, later visited in Delaware and Maryland. 

He baptized “the children of all kind of people, because the congregation is 
increased by many such, if later opportunity is given to teach and care for them,” but 
refused baptism of Methodist adults at a camp meeting because they refused conformity 
to the church. He married many who came to him of all churches, though many had 
some Swedish family connection. In 45 years he married 3375 couples, in 1795: 199, in 
1796: 179. He married many Negro couples, but not to whites as that “is considered less 
correct, although there is no law forbidding it.” In May, 1778 he married “an old 
Irishman, Edward Roberts, to Margreta Corneliuson . . . (who) had a good reputation. 
Her former husband had deserted her several years ago and remarried in South Carolina, 
so she had according to law the right to enter matrimony again.” He also made note of 
preaching many funeral sermons, some on texts from the Apcrypha. 

Translated Acrelius’ History of New Sweden. Avid amateur scientist and 
meteorologist. Curator, Secretary, then Vice-President of American Philosophical 
Society. Interested in mechanics and inventions, he was awarded a gold medal by the 
Philosophical Society for a portable safety elevator to rescue people from second and 
third floors. (illustration Johnson 112). 

Married June 17, 1786 (Johnson) Hannah Fisler (1749-1797), daughter of Jacob 
(born 1720) and Sophia Klein (1727-1809) Fisler of Raccoon, New Jersey. They had 
been engaged for many years. She died of yellow fever September 29, 1797. No children 
sutvived infancy. 

Father’s father was Bengt Collin (1669-1754), goldsmith and Upsala alderman, 
twice married, 5 sons, 6 daughters. Mother’s father Dean Gustav Nordstedt of Odensala, 
Roslagen. Nicholas had 4 brothers: Bengt (1737?-1809), Gustaf (1741-66) teacher at 
Maria School, Stockholm, Johan Henric, seaman, not heard of after 1775, Jonas (1753- 
1814) pastor in Munso, sister Maria Elizabeth (1744-1800) unmarried. Mother died 1755, 
father soon remarried. 

Friend of the Anglican clergy and after Revolution used Episcopal clergy as 
assistants. Succeeded by Jehu C. Clay, who wrote Avnals of the Swedes on the Delaware, 
1835. His churches are now Episcopal parishes. 

Acrelius 262, 344, Sprague 277, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):127, Clay 125, 152, 

Geissler 61 89, 91 93, 97, 98, 100, Johnson Collin Journal, Bell “Collin’s” 

WMQ@)_ 13(1956):519-550 has picture from miniature at Gloria Det, 

Philadelphia, see [“A Brief Account of the Swedish Mission in Raccoon and 

Penn’s Neck,” New Jersey Historical Society Proceedngs, Series 1, 3(1848):105- 

122.) 
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Dylander, John 

Born 1712? if ordained at age 24. Adjunct pastor, Borstill, Sweden, appointed 
May 27, 1737 pastor at Wicaco. Left Stockholm July 13, arrived at Philadelphia 
November 2, 1737, conducted first service at Gloria Dei November 6, 1737, when Peter 
Tranberg of Raccoon and Penn’s Neck read the letter of appointment. 

Preached in German at 8:00, Swedish High Mass mid morning, English Vespers 
at Wicacoa. Also preached in German to Lutheran congregations in Lancaster, 
consecrated church at Germantown, and in English [at Christ Church?]. Celebrated so 
many marriages that English minister [who?] complained to Governor. Repaired 
Wicacoa church, added “small, new, and fine organ.” Growth of Philadelphia into 
Society Hill area increased ground rents for Wicacoa church land. Died November 2, 
1741, funeral sermon in English by Peter Tranberg. His death prevented ordination of 
Olaf Mylander. 

“Honored and beloved ... He appears to have possessed great vocal powers, and 
to have delighted his hearers with the sweetness of his music. His remains were interred 
beneath the chancel at Wicaco, and are covered by a marble slab, on which are the 
following lines: 

While here he sang his Maker’s praise, 

The listening angels heard his song, 

And call’d their consort soul away, 

Pleas’d with a strain so like their own. 


His soul attentive to the call, 

And quickly list’ning to obey, 

Soated to ethereal scenes of bliss, 

Too pure to dwell in grosser clay.” 

Married daughter of Peter Kock of Passayunk [spelling?]. Glebe in Passayunk 
leased 1737 for 5 pounds a year to Andrew Rambo. 

Acrelius 233-241, Clay 117-19, 151. 


Eneberg, John 

Born 1705 if ordained at age 24 in 1729. According to Acrelius: 

“On his travels, when he came to London, he formed the design of going to the 
Swedish churches in America, and offering them his services. He therefore wrote over to 
his Bishop, Doct. Svedberg, for permission therefor, and not only recetved what he 
requested, but also orders to Magister Norborg, who was there as Pastor of the Swedish 
chutch in London, that he should first ordain him as a Minister. On his arrival, he first 
preached for the German people, and then, after Provost Lidman’s departure, presided 
over Wicacoa Church for two years [1730 32], and during the vacancy in Christina came 
down to preach one Sunday in every month, in which also the Rev, Mr. Tranberg from 
Racoon sometimes gave his assistance. Finally he recetved a Commission as Pastor of 
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Christina from King Frederick, given at Stockholm on the 4th of July, 1732, which 
arrived at the close of the year.” 

Pastor at Trinity, Christina, 1733-1742 when, according to Acrelius he “returned 
home to Sweden and spent the remainder of his days upon his own little estate in West 
Gothland. 

“Kept himself entirely in his own church, and never preached in English. It was 
said that he had several times made the attempt; but as the language was difficult for 
him, he soon desisted. As regarded his support, he regulated himself very much by the 
good pleasure of the people. He did not, indeed, gain much by it; but he thought one 
meal in peace better than many in disturbance. He also lived quite sparingly, was never 
married, but lived in the houses of other Swedes, whilst his glebe and parsonage were 
rented out; but he was not on this account better served. The negress who had been 
purchased, was also rented out, and as she grew older she also grew worse.” 

Wilmington was laid out on glebe; much confusion and disorder in management 
of land and funds which Acrelius blames on Quaker Followel, bookkeeper and surveyor. 
“While Mr. Eneberg was with the Parish, the accounts were still kept in pretty good 
order...” Reynolds suggests German [Pomeranian?] origin. 

Acrelius 230, 288-294, Clay 115, 151-52, Eckman 132. 


Fabricius, Jacob 

(Fabrittus) Born 1640 if ordained at age 24, but perhaps earlier. From Poland 
(Bjork) or Germany (Holm 107), (perhaps Swedish Pomerania on the Baltic ? [check 
dates of Swedish control]). Served German Lutherans in New York, then moved to 
Kensington from which he served Swedish churches at Wicacoa (Philadelphia) and 
Cranehook, or Tranhook, near Wilmington, Delaware from Trinity Sunday, 1677. Blind 
from 1682, died 1692 or 93. 

“Preached mostly in Dutch, (German) but so far mastered the Swedish language 
as that he could intelligibly hold service in it.” (Acrelius [?]) 

Paid by subscription in 1684 1077 gilders or about £27.8.6 sterling. Rudman, his 
successor, wrote, “This salary, with the aid of perquisites, was at that time pretty good, 
but it was not well paid.” [Check ordination] 

Andrew Bengtson (Benktson, Bankson) was then appointed lay reader at 
Tenakong (Tinicum?), Charles Christopher Springer lay reader at Christina. Letter sent to 
Lutheran Consistory of Amsterdam 1691 asking for Swedish minister; no response. 

Acrelius xvii, 177-181, Bjork Planting 17, Clay 37, 136, 150, [several references 

in ERNY - check them], Eckman 55-61, 64-68, 78, Geissler New Jersey 11, R 

Del 96, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):116. 


Falk, Gabriel, 1709 1732/31745 1745? PA EG  bSWE eUP? m? cP 
(Afflick), (Falck), (Asfleck), Born 1709 if ordained at age 24, from West 

Gothland. Ordained in Skara Cathedral, Appointed August 9, 1732, arrived in 

Philadelphia January 7, 1732/3 to be Pastor, Gloria Dei Church. Shipwrecked at Cape 
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Henlopen, when Hugh Hughes (Others Ordained) died, and Commissary Archibald 
Cummings wrote Bishop Gibson March 8, 1733 to ask SPG help, “tho’ he happily saved 
his life, yet lost all his cloathes, books, etc.” (SPG B.6.258) 

Parsonage of four rooms with kitchen and garret built at Wicacoa by Vestryman 
Peter Jonsson who was imprisoned for debt when other parishioners lagged in paying 
contributions. In “a few months” Falk pressed charge against Vestryman Jacon Bengtson 
for incest with daughter, but could not prove charge in court, “condemned to pay 400 
pounds damages and was driven from Wicacoa.” (Acrelius 232) Clay says, “This 
connexion of Mr. Falck with Wicaco was dissolved the same year it commenced. What 
led to the dissolution the records do not show. I have seen it elsewhere stated that he 
was deposed.” 

Weis MC 218 has him at the mission at Molatton in Berks County, PA, 1735-42 
and also at the German Lutheran Falkner’s Swamp church 1735-42, also preaching at 
Purrysburg, SC, January 30, 1739, at Savannah, GA, June 24, 1739, at Pelachecola, GA, 
1739-40, thenin Charleston, SC. 

He reported to Bishop Gibson about 1741 that he had traveled through 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, North and South Carolina, and Georgia, and started a number 
of chapels. 

Wrote SPG February 18, 1745/6 from London, has lost goods by shipwreck, 
needs funds and clothes, commissioned by SPG 13 years before to preach in 
Philadelphia. (B.12.76) 

SPG_ B.6.258, 12.76, Acrelius 230-232, Clay 116,151, FP 104(7:166-169), 
118(8:86-87), Ritchie 29, Weis MC218. 


Falkner, Justus 

(Falckner) Born Langen-Reinsdorf, Saxony, Germany, November 22, 1672, son 
of the Rev. Peter Falkner. Matriculated Halle January 20, 1693. (Weis MC 218) 

Acrelius says he came from Germany as theological student, “had fled from his 
father’s house in order to escape from the ministry, which his parents and friends had 
desired him to enter. But after his arrival in America, (1700) he voluntarily assumed its 
duties, and so was ordained by the Pastors Rudman, Bjork and Sandel, which was done 
in Wicacoa Church, in the year 1703. At first he had a congregation of Germans in 
Falkner’s Swamp, in Philadelphia County (now Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
around New Hanover), which received its name from him. Afterwards he went up to 
New York and Albany, where, as a faithful teacher, he ministered to many people. (This 
was the first ordination of a Lutheran minister in what is now the United States.)” 

Weis MC 217 has him as younger brother of Daniel Falkner, who was educated 
at Erfrth, ordained in Germany 1693-1700, arrived Philadelphia June 23, 1694, returned 
to Europe 1698, back to Philadelphia 1700, served Falkner’s Swamp church, Montgovery 
County, PA 1704-14, and in New Jersey and New York until death 1741, also a 
physician. 
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Weis MC 218 has Justus ordained November 24, 1723, (but a typo error) served 
in New York city, Albany, and Lutheran churches along the Hudson in New York and 
New Jersey to death age 51, 1723. 

German Lutheran. Listed here because ordained by the Swedish Lutheran 
pastors. 

Actelius 214, no mention under this name in ERNY. 


Pluviander, Israel Holg 

(Holgh) Born 1619 if ordained at age 24. Swedish missionary at Elsinborough, 
near Salem, New Jersey, 1643 and following. “came with Laurence Lock about 1650 but 
did not remain long.” Stayed at least until 1655. 

Weis MC 241 has him as Israel Holgh, at Old Swedes, Wilmington, DE, 1644-46, 
at Tinicum in Bucks County, PA 1647-50 

Acrelius 177 n., Clay 36, 150, Bjork Planting 17, [check Campanius Holm 106, 

109], Eckman 8-9, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):115, Weis MC 241. 


Girelius, Lawrence 

(- Lars) Born 1743 if ordained at age 24. Assistant at Christina from October, 
1767. Succeeded Borell as Provost and Rector of Christina 1770 and continued in charge 
until 1791 when he returned to Sweden. Recall issued May 26, 1789. Weis MC has him at 
Chester, PA, 1767-91. 

Married May 4, 1779 Christina, daughter of John Abraham Lidenius, American 
born former pastor of Raccoon and Penn’s Neck. 

Acrelius 313, Johnson Collin Journal 37, Weis MC 225. 


Goeranson, Andrew 

Born 1742 if ordained at age 24. Came to Philadelphia 1766, Pastor, Gloria Dei, 
Wicaco from 1768 to close of 1779. Collin says “somewhat feebleminded, etc.” [check 
translation of Swedish] Controversy with congregation, perhaps difficulty with English. 
Sick January and February, 1771 and assisted by Collin. Returned to Sweden 1785, died 
1800. 

Weis MC 225 has him also serving St. James’ Kinssessing and Christ Church 
Upper Merion, Montgomery County, these dates. 

William Currie, SPG missionary at Radnor, wrote testimonial for him September 
25, 1780. (SPG B.6.286) 

SPG B.6.286, Acrelitus 261, Clay 125,151, Johnson Collin Journal 207, 214, Weis 
MC 225. 


Hesselius, Andrew 

(Heffelius, Andreas) Born 1688 if ordained at age 24, from Westmanland, 
brother of Samuel Hesselius, nephew of Bishop Svedberg. Upsala: Master of Philosophy. 
Commissioned June 23, 1711, arrived May 1, 1712 with John Abraham Lidenius to 
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succeed Bjork as rector of Holy Trinity, Christina, Wilmington and be Provost (Dean) of 
all Swedish congregations. Bjork finally turned over church and rectory to him May 1, 
1713. 

Efforts to introduce or restore Swedish church customs were not well received in 
parish which was slow paying subscriptions for his support. Conflict with Churchwarden 
Edward Robinson who managed to secure for himself a farm at Bread and Cheese Island 
willed to Christina church by childless Aaron Johansson November 20, 1701, with life 
interest to his widow. Johanson died 1707; widow 1719. 

Wrote Bishop Robinson of London April 16, 1715 in Swedish with an account 
of his work among the Swedes and comment on the case of Francis Philipps, Church of 
England minister at Christ Church, Philadelphia. (FP 98 (7:57-58)) With Church of 
England clergy of Philadelphia area signed March 28, 1722 testimonial for William 
Skinner who was going to England for ordination. (FP 100 (7:104-105). Mentioned in 
September, 1723, report on Apoquininiminck (Middletown, DE) mission while Andrew 
Hesselius (Heffellius though this may be a misreading of a handwritten long s). (FP 100 
(7:108-109) 

Received SPG gratuity of £10 May 8, 1721 for serving vacant missions, offered 
£10 for each year he supplied vacancies at least 20 times. Supplied Appoquiminimy 
(Middletown), Delaware September 1723. Joined Abraham Lidenius and Jonas Lidman 
at Philadelphia clergy meeting March 28-29, 1722, asked SPG to accept “their mean 
labours.” (B.6.261-262) Joined in Pennsylvania clergy letter to SPG September 6, 1722. 
(B.6.243) With Abraham Lidenius wrote SPG 1722, much honored by SPG notice and 
gratuities, will preserve with fellow missionaries “the strictest unity, and brotherly 
affection.” (B.6.255) 

“Expended a great deal of labor in the conversion of the Indians, who, at that 
time, were frequently seen among the Swedes. But little was accomplished.” [source?| 

Recalled to Sweden by letter dated June 22, 1722, left October, 1723, Pastor and 
Provost at Gaguaf, diocese of Westeras, died 1733. 

Translated into English Bishop Svedberg’s Guds heliga Odnalog, God’s Holy 
Law of Destiny, never printed. Wrote Kort Berattelse om den Swenska Kyrkos narwarande 
tilstand i America, samt oforgripeliga om des widare forkpfring, (A Short Relation of the Present 
Condition of the Swedish Church in America, With Impartial Thoughts in Regard to Its Further 
Extension), Norkoping, 1725. 

Married Sarah Wallrave, who died in London on the way to Sweden. Three 
children: Andrew, Jonas, Maria Christina. 

SPG B.6.243, 255, 261, 262, Acrelius 272, 274-283, USPG 73(255), Burr 

“Swedes” HM 7(1938):113, Clay 94, 100, 113, 152, FP 98(7:57-58), 100(7:104- 

105, 108-109) as Heffelius, Biork (tr. Nothstein) 5, 27, Eckman 125-128, 131, 

Geissler 34, 36-37, 41, 95. 


Hesselius, Samuel 
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Born 1694 if ordained at age 24, of Dalecarlia, younger brother of Andrew 
Hesselius, nephew of Bishop Svedberg. Originally appointed by King Charles XII 
December 23, 1717 to succeed Provost Andrew Sandel at Wicacoa and ordained in Skara 
Cathedral April 27, 1718. Then Jonas Lidman appointed by Queen Ulrica Eleanor in 
1718 to be ordinary pastor at Wicacoa and Samuel to be extraordinary pastor and then to 
succeed his brother at Christina. Arrived December 3, 1719, Assistant at all churches, 
also served “Manating or Morlatton, (now Douglasville) 4 miles above Pottsgrove on the 
Schuykill,” also Matzong (now Conshohocken) 1719-23, then succeeded brother Andrew 
at Holy Trinity, Christina, Wilmington, 1724-31. 

His efforts in 1725 to settle Robinson’s claim to Bread and Cheese Island, land 
willed to church, stirred up his brother’s enemies, including Charles Springer, Bjork’s 
great supporter, who complained of him to Bjork and to Bishop Svedberg. Both wrote 
condemning Samuel, who then asked Governor Patrick Gordon for judgment. Bjork and 
Andrew Hesselius also wrote Governor Gordon implicating Springer in Robinson’s 
actions. Gordon ordered three Justices of the Peace to investigate and at hearing 
September 6, 1729 Samuel was acquitted. He secured testimonials from Commissary 
Archibald Cummings of Philadelphia November 16, 1731, and people of St. James, 
Whitemarsh, New Castle County October 3, 1731 before he left for Sweden 1731. (SPG 
B.6.253-254) 

“He waited for a parish for many years, had but little support from the Crown, 
until finally he was gratified with the Pastorate of Romfertuna, in the diocese of 
Westeras, where he died 1755.” 

First wife was Brita Loikan, second Gertrude Stille, native of America. Four 
children: Andrew, Christina, Sarah, Samuel. 

SPG B.6.253-254, Acrelius 224-227, 284-288, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):113, 

Clay 111, 152 (has typographical error: arrived 1729 for 1719), Biork (tr. 

Nothstein) 28, Weis MC 240.. 


Hjort, Peter 

Born 1630 if age 24 when he came with Swedish governor Johan Rising June, 
1654; assigned to Fort Trinity (Dutch Fort Casimir) near Newcastle; left with Rising 
October 1/11, 1655. 

Eckman 9, 13, 15, not in Weis. MC. 


Holg, Israel, see Fluviander. 
Holm, Johan Campanius, see Campanius, Johan. 
Hultgren, Matthias 
Born 1756 if ordained at age 24. Pastor, Gloria Dei, Wicaco, Philadelphia, 


January 1780 to May 30, 1786, left July 2, 1786 to return to Sweden. Collin says he was 
handicapped by his difficulty with English. He was shipwrecked on the coast of England 
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November 6, 1786, but rescued papers and church records, now in Upsala Archives. See 
his Anteckningar. 
Acrelius 262 n., Clay 125, 152, Johnson Collin Journal 34,38, not in Weis MC. 


Kalm, Peter 

Pehr. Swedish clergyman and botanist toured the colonies between 1748 and 
1751. See Adolph B. Benson, ed. Peter Kalm’s Travels in North America: The English Version 
of 1770. 2 vols. New York, 1937) cited in Nelson Blessed Company 412 0.26. Married 
widow of Johnan Sandin, below. He served as lay reader Raccoon 1748-49, returned to 
Sweden 1751, ordained 1757 [check source for ordination]. Weis MC 249 


Kuhn, Daniel 

Thomas Barton wrote SPG December 17, 1770 describing his work. Stuart now 
returned and gone to Mohawks, recommends Kuhn, described in summary as German 
Lutheran deacon who now wishes to take Anglican orders. (SPG B.21.23) Barton wrote 
SPG June 20, 1771, Kuhn is going to Sweden, having received appointment from the 
Archbishop of Upsala as Swedish missionary in Lancaster. (SPG B.21.24) 

No indication he went to Sweden, and he is not mentioned in the Swedish 
records so far as I can determine. 

Weis, MC 225 has Daniel Kuhn, son of Adam Simon Kuhn of Lancaster, PA, at 
Elizabeth, Lancaster County, Emmanuel Church 1769-70, Middletown, PA, 1770 and 
following, perhaps at Lower Swatara, Dauphin County, PA, St. Peter’s Church at 
Middletown, as an assistant. died circa 1779. 

SPG B.21.23, 24, Weis, MC 225 (American Antiquarian Society Proceedings, 
October, 1956). 


Lidenius, Abraham 

Weis MC 261 has John Abraham Lidenius, conflating father and son. 

Born 1688 if ordained at age 24. From Stockholm. Commissioned June 23, 1711, 
arrived May 1, 1712 with Andrew Hesselius. Assistant, Christina, then Pastor, Penn’s 
Neck, New Jersey, with Eric Bjork’s approval from December 5, 1712, of Raccoon after 
Jonas Aureen’s death February, 1713, formally appointed to both October 30, 1714. 
SPG grant 1721 for supply work at Salem. 

Joined Andrew Hesselius and Jonas Lidman at Philadelphia clergy meeting 
March 28-29, 1722, asked SPG to accept “their mean labours.” (SPG B.6.261-262) With 
Andrew Hesselius wrote SPG 1722, much honored by SPG notice and gratuities, will 
preserve with fellow missionaries “the strictest unity, and brotherly affection.” (SPG 
B.6.255) 

Recalled to Sweden January, 1723 but did not leave until July, 1725. Col. Daniel 
Coxe of Burlington wrote SPG April 3, 1725 to commend Mr. Lidenius, a Swedish 
missionary. (B.1.105) Later Dean of Turnes [spr], Finland, [source?], Pastor and Provost 
at Umea, Diocese of Hernosand (Bjork & Acrelius) at death 1728. 
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Arranged with family in Sweden of dead Baron Isaac Baner in Sweden to redeem 
Baner’s sons Gustaf and Paul from Philadelphia apprenticeships. 

Built St. George’s Church, Penn’s Neck, consecrated March 31, 1717. Conflict 
overt where he was to live continued to [1720 check records] when both churches bought 
a farm in Pilesgrove Township about midway between churches. Succeeded Summer, 
1726 by Peter Tranberg for Raccoon and Andreas Windrufwa for Penn’s Neck to 
November 5, 1728 when Windrufwa died. 

Married May 25, 1715, Elizabeth Van Neaman. Son John Abraham born in New 
Jersey 1714 or 1715, also daughter Maria (Acrelius has sons John, Abraham - typo?) 

SPG B.1.105, 6.255, 261, 262, Acrelius 274, 321-325, Clay 94, 153, Burr OS 686 

[check], 140, 172, 216, 218, 268, 274, 282, 290, 291, USPG 73(255), Eric Bjork 

(tr. Nothstein) 27, Eckman 95, Geissler 36-37, 40-41, 54, 97, Johnson Collin 

Journal 221 n.23, Weis MC261. 


Lidenius, John Abraham 

Weis MC 261 has John Abraham Lidenius, conflating father and son 

Born 1714 or 1715, at Raccoon or Penn’s Neck, New Jersey, son of Pastor 
Abraham Lidentus, returned to Sweden 1725. Appointed 1750 to assist Eric Unander at 
Raccoon and Penns Neck. Arrived June 1751, lived with mother’s brother Garrit van 
Neaman at Penn’s Neck and assisted Unander from July 21, 1751 to end of 1752 when 
he moved to Manathanim (Manatawny creek, Berks County) tron works, from which he 
preached in Reading and Little Conestoga, near Lancaster. Later moved to Amasland, 
Chester County, then succeeded Unander after September 16, 1756. Recalled to Sweden 
1761, succeeded July 11, 1762 by John Wicksell. He preached a farewell sermon Fall, 
1762, but squandered 30 pounds Provost Charles Wrangel gave him for passage and 
never went to Sweden, but remained in the Raccoon area and taught school for a while. 
Died 1765, deeply in debt. 

His daughter Christina married May 4, 1779 Lars (Laurence) Girelius, pastor of 
Holy Trinity, Christiana, Wilmington, Delaware. 

Actrelius 343-344, Clay 153-54, Old Swedes record 686 [check], Geissler 54-55, 

Johnson Collin Journal 218, 221 n.23, Weis MC 261. 


Lidman, Jonas 

Born 1695 if ordained at age 24. of Westgotland. Master of Philosophy. 
Appointed Swedish Lutheran missionary May 2, 1719 at Wicaco, Gloria Del, 
Philadelphia to November, 1730, Trinity 24, when recalled to Sweden. 

Joined Andrew Hessius and Abraham Lidenius at Philadelphia clergy meeting 
March 28-29, 1722, asked SPG to accept “their mean labours.” (SPG B.6.261-262) 
Joined in Pennsylvania clergy letter to SPG September 6, 1722. (GPG B.6.243) Weis MC 
261 says returned to Ekesjoe, Sweden. 

SPG B.6.243, 261, Clay 111, 113, 115, 151, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 28, Eckman 
126. 
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Lock, Lars 

(Lockenius, Lawrence Charles’s son, Karlson) Born 1623 if ordained at age 24 in 
1647, Finland, son of Charles Lock. Upsala: Arrived in time of Governor Printz, 
probably after 1647 and before 1652 when Printz left. Swedish Lutheran pastor at 
Tinicum and Christina, Delaware, to death 1688. 

For 22 years the only minister in the area, ministered to both Swedes and the 
Dutch with whom they intermarried. Built small log church at Cranehook, short distance 
from the fort. 

Acrelius (101) says, His “unfaithful wife fled from him in a canoe with one Jacob 
Yung, a depraved character; whereupon an express was sent to the Governor of 
Maryland, as also to the Officers of the Crown at Sassafras river to arrest him, for Yung 
stood in debt to both Hinoyosa and Beckman. The Rev. Lars, who had several children 
and a large household, was in need of another wife, and thought that all that was 
necessary was to find one, but he did not think any tribunal necessary to give judgment 
in his case. Then, quite too hastily, and within nine months, he entered into another 
marriage, whereby he drew upon himself the severe animadversion of the preceding 
Governor and his Commissary, who required him to intermit his ministry for some time. 
Meantime a divorce was procured for him from Stuyvesant, whereby his former marriage 
was annulled, and the last confirmed, and the Rev. Lars was again invested with his 
gown.” Became very lame before death 1688. 

“He has left behind him many of his name in Rapapo, all Swedish men, honest in 
word and deed, who brought up their children in the Lutheran doctrine, and within the 
Swedish Church.” (Acrelius 177) “From him many families descended, and several are 
yet (1834) living in West Jersey, near the Delaware. They were among the best members 
of Raccoon church.” (Clay | ]) 

Daughter Catherine (Corin) Lock (New Sweden c. 1660 - Swedesboro, NJ, 1720) 
married c. 1678-80 John Jonasson (Jones) (New Sweden c. 1660 - Philadelphia before 
1697), daughter Alice (c. 1694-1767) married Hance Steelman (1683 - 1755-60), son 
Charles (Karl) Steelman (c.1720-1785), descendants. (Thurtle Pedigrees 108, 650) 

Acrelius xviii, 29, 85, 101 (see A. Beckman’s letter to Stuyvesant August 17, 1661, 

April 14, 1661), 177, Clay 36-37, 150, Eckman 8, 9, 20, 29, 32-36, 54-55, 67-68, 

79, Johnson Collin Journal 215, R Del 96, Thurtle Pedigrees 108, 650, Burr 

“Swedes” HM 7(1938):115-16, Weis 263. 


Lute, Charles 

Born 1746, Upsala: entered 1763, ordained December 22, 1772. Arrived 
Philadelphia September 1, 1773. Assisted Collin at Raccoon and Penn’s Neck, then 
assistant to Andrew Goeranson at Gloria Dei, Wicaco, Philadelphia from 1774. Collin 
says he never had a horse of his own. Preached farewell sermon and left March 7, 1778. 
On return to Sweden given a pension and finally after many years of waiting appointed 
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rector of Torshalla 1815, died there November 27, 1816, probably a suicide. Acrelius 
says, “the first minister connected with the Episcopal Church of this country.” [why?] 
Acrelius 262, Clay 154, Johnson Collin Journal 230 n.41, 235, Weis MC 265. 


Malander, Olof, See Others (not ordained) 


Matthias, -, 

Born 1631 if ordained at age 24. Came with Swedish Lutheran colony on ship 
Mercury. Arrived March 24, 1656 to find area under Dutch control. Friendly Indians 
brought ship to Christina, where some settlers, including Anders Bengtson, disembarked. 
Matthias returned with the ship to Sweden, where he became pastor in Helsingland. 

Actelius 90, not in Weis MC. 


Naesman, Gabriel 

(Nesman) Born 1717 if ordained at age 24. From Gestricia. Ordained May, 1742 
for Upsala for Swedish Lutheran congregation at Wicacoa to succeed John Dylander, 
who had died November 2, 1741, commissioned August 9, 1742, arrived October 20, 
1743. 

Found congregation scattered by Awakening, “Whitefieldites, New Lights and 
Zinzendorffians.” Finally brought a considerable number together for parish meeting 
March 26, 1744 and read 23 Article “Memorial,” which was largely ignored in 
misunderstandings among parishoners. Tried to restore Swedish church discipline of 
catechising Summer and Fall Sunday mornings, baptism and confirmation, celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper at least four or six times a year, together with confession preceding 
Sunday. “This and other matters were readily recognized as becoming, as also the old 
order of the church, but though frequently proposed in later years, these things could 
not be carried out.” 

Conflict over relations with Moravians, differing church usages and personality 
and behavior of Wicaco lay leader Peter Koch prevent proposed union of Swedish 
churches with German Lutherans led by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. Kock, as leading 
lay trustee, “declared that Mr. Naesman had nothing to do with the matter (of church 
lands), which belonged to the congregation.... in the end, the number of hearers became 
very small.” [source?] 

Naesman preached in Swedish, English, German and French on a circuit in New 
Jersey at Raccoon and Cohansey, in Mazong, Nitshamene and Pennypack, at Amas 
Land, at Christina in vacancy. “He was diligent in visiting the sick; attended upon the 
malefactors condemned to death and lying in the Philadelphia prison - prepared them for 
their departure, and gave them faithful service until their hour of death. He thus made 
himself deserving of universal praise. The salary was from the beginning small, and 
finally very wretched. Subscriptions had ceased, and the rented lots had to pay 
everything. But as the renting of the lots was delayed, so was it also with the income of 
the rents. Some, who were debtors for many years, entirely refused to pay until they 
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could find out who had the right to recetve the money. The Trustees, who collected the 
rents, had, therefore, presented no account for some years. Meanwhile they gave what 
they pleased, more or less. The Minister complained; the congregation complained; the 
church and parsonage were running into decay, and everything was in confusion.” 
[source? (Actelius ?)] 

Actelius attived November 6, 1749 with Olof Parlin and Naesman’s recall, called 
congregational meeting May 7, 1750 which agreed to pay Naesman. Naesman continued 
to preach in New Jersey, taught school in German, French and Latin, finally received 
£46.13.5 on balance of £96.13.5 including £51 interest. 

Naesman took ship for Antigua with a cargo of goods for sale in November, 
1751, was tutor there and preached to Germans, continued to St. Eustatius where he also 
preached to Germans, finally set out for Amsterdam August, 1752. There he studied 
medicine, with 3 months study in Paris, intending “to return to Pennsylvania, and there 
heal the people both in body and soul. But just as he had arrived at Rouen, he had placed 
in his hands the letter of the Archbishop, with the information that the money for his 
journey had already been sent to Amsterdam, and to London for his wife and child; 
whereupon he quickly changed his plans and went to Sweden. 

Upon his arrival at home he was welcomed with great honor, first receiving a 
present of 1,200 dollars copper coin [equivalent in sterling?| for each year since he had 
left his congregation; then he had the character and honor of a Professor bestowed on 
him, and finally an appointment to the Pastorate of Christianstad in Skane. [source?] 

Married Margaretta Rambo, son David. 

Actelius 241-259, Clay 120, 151, Weis MC 281. 


Nertunius, Mathias 

Born 1630 if age 24 when he came with Swedish governor Johan Rising June, 
1654; assigned to Upland, near Chester, may also have served near Christina, Delaware; 
left with Rising October 1/11, 1655. Weis MC 282 has him “stranded near Puerto 
Rico1649.” 

Eckman 9, 13, 15, Weis MC 282. 


Norderlind, Eric 
Born 1733 if ordained at age 24. Swedish Lutheran missionary. Arrived Spring, 
1757 to be assistant and officiate in all congregations. Supply, Gloria Dei, Wicaco, 
Philadelphia December, 1757 to Spring, 1759 when Charles Magnus Wrangel arrived. 
Clay 123-24, not in Weis MC. 


Nyberg, Lawrence T. 

Lorenz or Laurentius Thorstansea Nyberg in Weis MC 284. 

Born 1719 if ordained at age 24. Called from Sweden to German Lutheran 
Congregation in Lancaster, Pensylvania, “but immediately after his arrival, it was 
observed that he had already, at home in Sweden, formed a taste for the Zinzendorffian 
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leaven (Moravian).” Shut out of German Lutheran church in Lancaster, but remained 
there serving Moravians, also at Piles Grove, Olmutz river (Oldman’s creek or 
Alderman’s Kill) between Raccoon and Penn’s Neck, New Jersey, 1744-49. Seems never 
to have served Anglican churches. 

Weis MC 284 has him educated at Upsala, ordained in Sweden 1743 but 
excluded from Swedish Lutheran ministry, preached in Lutheran churches in Lancaster, 
York, and Adams counties OA and Frederick, MD. Became a Moravian August 13, 1748 
and preached in Moravian churches in the same areas until he returned to England 1750 
where he was ordained 1754 - as what? 

Acrelius saw his two daughters, aged 5 and 6, at Bethlehem Moravian orphanage 
June 19, 1754. Was he dead by then? 

Acrelius 245, 334-336, 423, 441, Weis 284. 


Parlin, Olof 

Born 1725 if ordained at age 24. Former Chaplain to Royal Counsellor Count 
Thure Bielke. Appointed May 29, 1749, to be Pastor, Gloria Dei, Wicaco, Philadelphia. 

While preparations were making for the journey, Mr. Parlin fell into a violent 
intermittent fever, which detained him in Stockholm, to the great grief of his brethren in 
office (Provost Acrelius and Eric Unander) when they took their departure. The 
imprudence of the physician, no less than the burden of the American mission, threw 
him into deep melancholy and mental aberration for some months. But a hasty removal 
from Stockholm to Arboga, which he made in that condition without any reflection, 
cured his sickness by means of great bodily exercise and change of air.” 

Left Stockholm March 13, 1750, arrived in Philadelphia by way of London July 7, 
1750. Funds promised to be in London for his travel by Peter Koch, church trustee and 
opponent of predecessor Gabriel Naesman, travel denied by Koch’s executors. Installed 
as Pastor, Wicacoa Sixth Sunday after Trinity, 1750. 

Great prudence ... What they contributed for his support, he recetved with 
gratitude. In his sermons, he adapted himself to the understanding of his hearers. In his 
intercourse with them he was no less edifying than agreeable. In consequence he saw the 
number of his hearers continually increasing, and many loving the Church who had for a 
long time been estranged from her. 

Church administration committed to 12 trustees with annual accounting, rents 
amounted to 50 pounds a year, some part of which used for repair of church and 
parsonage. Remainder from burials at 6 shillings and English marriages, “which pay 12 
shillings. The last named are not only an uncertain income, but also disagreeable, in 
consequence of various troubles which follow them.” (Acrelius 261) 

Provost from June, 1756. Died December 22, 1757 after 4 days sick with 
pleurisy. 

Wife Elizabeth Tranberg, two children Peter and Anna Catherine. 

Acrelius xxix, 255-261, 340, Burr [], OS Records, 419, 435, 455, 465 [check], Clay 
122, 151, Weis MC 287. 
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Peter, -, 

Born 1630 if ordained at age 24. Came from Sweden 1654 on the ship Eagle with 
Governor John Claudius Rising and Peter Lindstrom, engineer. Not mentioned in 
surrender agreements of 1655. Dead by then? 

Acrelius 62-87. 


Rudman, Andrew 

Born 1668, from Gestricia, Norrland. Upsala University: Philosophy degree. 
Appointed July 15, 1696 with Tobias Bjork and Jonas Auren to restore Swedish mission 
on the Delaware. Left August 4, 1696, arrived London October 10, received British 
permission to go to Philadelphia November 22, 1696, left London February 4, 1697, 
arrived in Virginia after 10 weeks, then to Annapolis, where they were entertained by 
Governor Nicholson two weeks, finally reached Elk River June 24, 1697. 

Pastor, Wicacoa, Philadelphia, June, 1697 to July 19, 1702, Lutheran pastor at 
New York 1702-04, served missions (at insistence of George Keith) at Trinity Church, 
Oxford, near Frankfort, Pennsylvania April 2, 1704 to after August 20, 1705. (SPG 
A.2.108) Supply at Christ Church, Philadelphia after Evan Evans left 1705 to death 
September 17, 1708. 

Congregation promised in 1691 salary by subscription of 100 rixdalers (about 
£40) with house and glebe. In 1693 there were 139 families, 939 individuals in the 
Pennsylvania mission. 

Lived on 70 acre church glebe at Passyunk, in 1835 Point Breeze. Congregation 
had difficulty deciding whether to build at Wicaco, site of old church and cemetery, or at 
Passyunk. Rudman prevailed on them to choose by lot, but when the lot fell on Wicaco, 
dissension continued. Rudman preached a farewell sermon July 31, 1698, Trinity 7 and 
left for Christina (Wilmington), Delaware. He, Bjork and Aur,n were present at laying of 
cornerstone of Holy Trinity May 28, 1698. Eric Bjork came to preach three weeks later, 
Trinity 10, and the congregation sought peace. Reconciliation was accomplished Trinity 
13 and church begun. Gloria Dei church used same bricklayers and carpenters as Trinity, 
Christina, but foundations not as good. Dedicated July 2, 1700, Trinity 1. 

Arranged 1701 for Andrew Sandel to come assist, then succeed him, then to 
New York. He, Erik Bjork and Andrew Sandel ordained Justus Falkner in 1703 to 
succeed Rudman at New York Lutheran chutch. Planned to return to Sweden, but 
remained in Philadelphia when war broke out. 

Pennsylvania governor John Evans wrote on his behalf to [ ] Stubbs of SPG 
August 24, 1705 against complaint of Edward Eaton of preaching false doctrine at 
Oxford; Eaton “not capable of judging points of any Nicety,’” congregation supports 
Rudman. (SPG A.2.96) 

SPG advanced him £30 for one year’s salary February 28, 1705, plus gift of £20 
by March 2, 1705/6 when SPG Secretary wrote him that he had made a mistake in 
drawing on the SPG under the impression that he had been employed as a missionary, 


Swedish Lutherans Serving in the Church of England in the American Colonies, 19 


but, in view of good reports of his work, SPG has voted to pay him £30 + £20. SPG 
agreed October 17, 1707 to repay £50 advanced to Rudman by Evan Evans. Suceeded at 
Oxford by John Clubb who complained, with Oxford wardens, July 27, 1709 that 
Rudman had sold glass donated to Oxford church by the Queen. 

New Castle congregation claimed him as founder. (Perry Del [ ]. 

Described by Governor Evans of Pennsylvania as “one of the most learned men 
that ever came to America.” 

“Naturally inclined to disease of the lungs, which was all the more rapidly 
developed by the strange climate, by his exhausting labors, and by incessant riding early 
and late.” 

Wife was a daughter of Mats Mattson, first settler at Raccoon in New Jersey. 
Two daughters Gertrude and Anna Catherine. Anna Catherine married Peter Tranberg, 
Pastor at Raccoon and Christina. Rudman’s brother in law was Valentine Cock. 

SPG A.2.96, 108, Acrelius 197-214, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 18, Clay 54 87, 151, 
Eckman 45, 73, 77, 87, 117, Geissler 15-20, 22-38, 97, Humphrey 77, Pascoe 852, SPG- 
LP 2-3(1:35-6, 70), 8(1:208-9), 11(2:33-5), 50(7:179-80), 60(8:77), 98(12:204), 107(13:179- 
80), 127-134(15:48-9, 69-70, 71-2, 79-80, 81, 82-3, 87-8, 95-6, 130-1, 132-3, 135, 141, 
143, 144-7, 157, 160-3, 164, 206, 210-12), Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):117, 120, Libby 
HM 36(1967):213, Weis MC 303-304. 


Sandel, Andrew 

Born 1676 if ordained at age 24. “Good old friend” of Andrew Rudman, student 
at Upsala when Rudman asked for his appointment as assistant and successor at 
Wicacoa, Philadelphia. Ordained July 18, 1701, appointed by August 15, 1701, left 
Stockholm late August, arrived London October 17, took ship for Maryland as “at that 
time ships seldom sailed for Philadelphia,’ November 13, finally cleared English coast 
December 7, saw land in Virginia February 21, 1702, finally reached Philadelphia March 
18, 1702. Began service Palm Sunday, March 29, 1702. Rudman preached farewell 
sermon Trinity 7, July 19, 1702. 

Salary £60 a year. Catechized regularly in church and in homes, at Pennypack, 
Amasland and Kalkonhook, on request in New Jersey. 

Joined with predecessor Andrew Rudman and Erik Bjork in 1703 to ordain 
Justus Falkner to be Lutheran minister at New York, succeeding Rudman. 

Church walls strengthened by adding porches 1703. “Upper inhabitants” either 
at Upper Merion or on Delaware River above Philadelphia asked 1705 for services in 
winter; Sandel to officiate twice in winter. 

Christ Church held services at Gloria Dei church 1710 during repairs. Present 
with English clergy and Bjork at 1713 dedication of Holy Trinity, Oxford and May 9, 
1715 cornerstone laying at Radnor. In 1715 Christ Church conflict with Francis Phillips 
Sandel assisted other English clergy until Philips was dismissed by Bishop of London. 
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Parsonage at Passyunk burned 1717 and was immediately rebuilt. Recalled by 
order dated November 11, 1717, received May 28, 1718, returned to Sweden June 25, 
1719, to be pastor at Hedmora, Dalecarlia, on river Dahl, northwest of Stockholm. 

Wife Maria Dahlbo, children Magdalena and Peter. 

Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):122,129, Clay 85-100, 151, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 11, 

Geissler 20, 28, 30-31, 33, 36, 38, 40, 98. 


Sandin, Johan 

Born 1722 if ordained at age 24. Appointed by Archbishop Jacob Benzelius April 
21, 1746, approved by King Frederick May 25, 1747. Arrived New York March, 1748 to 
be Provost of the Swedish mission and serve at Raccoon (Swedesborough) and Penn’s 
Neck, New Jersey. He followed a 5 year vacancy there. Died September 23, 1748 “of a 
severe illness which attacks nearly all who come over here from Europe. (malaria?)” 

Brought wife and daughter from Sweden, another child born in New Jersey. 
Widow martied in February, 1750 Peter Kalm (1716-1779), professor of economics, Abo 
University, Finland, who had come from Sweden on a botanical expedition. He served as 
lay reader Raccoon 1748-49, returned to Sweden 1751, ordained 1757 [check source for 
ordination]. 

Acrelius xxii, 336-339, OS Records 413, Clay 153, Geissler 50-52, 97, Johnson 

Collin Journal 223 n.26 has death Sept. 22, [check Kalm’s journal], Weis MC 305. 


Tollstadius, Lars 

Born 1676 if ordained at age 24 in 1700. In Stockholm applied for missionary 
appointment but Consistory rejected him as unsuitable following bad report. Came 
without commission from Archbishop or appointment by King to Philadelphia by 
November, 1701 where he presented himself as Andreas Rudman’s successor at Wicaco. 
Allowed to preach on trial. 

When Andreas Sandel, the authorized sucessor, came, Tolstadius moved to the 
New Jersey side of the Delaware and gathered a congregation at Raccoon (now 
Swedesborough), part of the Wicaco mission, and also drew parishoners from St. 
George’s Church, Penns Neck, by Easter, 1702. Penns Neck was part of Eric Bjork’s 
Christiana mission, and Bjork objected. The Raccoon congtegation bought land 1703 
and built log Trinity Church, dedicated 1705. Bjork and Sandel were invited to 
dedication but did not attend. 

By the close of 1705 Tolstadius had a child by Catherine, Olle Parson’s 
unmarried daughter, and was bound over for court at Burlington in Spring, 1706. On 
May 29, 1706 he went in a canoe to Philadelphia; later that day the canoe with his cloak 
and newly purchased plow iron came ashore in New Jersey, and 9 days later his body 
also floated ashore. Joans Aureen succeeded him. Weis MC 329 has death May 9, 1706. 

Acrelius 212, 316-318, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):118, Bjork-Nothstein 24, 

Geissler New Jersey 27-30, 32, 97, Weis MC 329. 
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Torkillus, Reorus 

Born 1608. Tobias Bjork and Acrelius say East Gothlander, Bjork quotes Holm 
107 as West Gothlander. Came with Menewe (Peter Minuit) mid-April, 1638 (so 
Acrelius), first 1636 (Clay) second 1639-40 (Burr and Geissler) Swedish expedition, built 
church at the fort at Christina, (Wilmington), Delaware 1641-42 (Burr), died in Delaware 
September 7, 1643, aged 35 (Clay). 

Acrelius 85, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 17, Clay 149, Eckman 5-6, Geissler 9, R Del 96, 

Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):113, not in Weis MC. 


Tranberg, Peter 

Born 1702 if ordained at age 24. From Westgotland. Sailed from Gothenberg, 
Sweden September 1, 1725, shipwrecked on Norway coast, then to Amsterdam, assisted 
in London by SPG, arrived Summer, 1726. Followed Abraham Lidenius at Racoon 
(Swedesborough), New Jersey, from June 30, also served Penn’s Neck after Andreas 
Windrufva’s death November 5, 1728 to 1741. Inhabitants of Penn’s Neck asked SPG 
appointment for him to Salem where he has already been officiating. Commended by 
George Ross, SPG missionary at Newcastle October 9, 1733. (SPG B.1.15) 

Appointed to Christina, (Wilmington) November 7, 1739; letter of appointment 
reached Philadelphia July 9, 1740. Moved to Christina August 1, 1742 to death 
November 8, 1748 at Penn’s Neck, where he had gone for a funeral of old friends. 
English sermon preached by George Ross of New Castle, Swedish by Gabriel Naesman, 
only Swedish minister left in the country. 

Followed in New Jersey by John Sandin March to September 23, 1748. Collin 
says vacancy after Tranberg’s transfer very injurious to Raccoon congregation. 

In New Jersey he often performed services for Germans and English. “Very 
watchful in his office ... no less careful in his domestic economy.” He first lived 7 years 
on church glebe, then moved to own farm in the neighborhood, then exchanged that for 
one much larger and better. and lived on that, renting glebe. In Christina built his own 
house on lot given him by the church. Held English service afternoon, and at St. James’, 
Folk’s Manor, Marlborough, and Concord, also in German at Lancaster. 

Acrelius says church accounts badly kept. “The Minister saw that the people 
were groping along as blind men, but for the sake of peace and unity did not say much 
about it. But he often complained that he could not live in the way the salary came in. 
Then they gave him a whole square in the town for himself and his children; but not as a 
settlement of his back salary, for the balance was afterward fully drawn out.” 

Acrelius calls him “a pious and meek man, who sought to please everybody. 
During the 22 years that he lived in the country he was blessed with a considerable 
amount of property on both sides of the river.” 

Portrait in Old Swedes, Philadelphia, rectory 1874. 

Widow Anna Catherine Rudman, daughter of the Rev. Andrew Rudman, 
children Andtew, Rebecca, Elizabeth and Peter. 
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SPG B.1.15, Acrelius xxix, 294-299, 327-329, Burr “Swedes” HM 7(1938):123, 
Clay 152 53, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 28, Geissler 41-43, 45, 51, 97, Johnson Collin 
Journal 218, 221 n.24 has death 1741, Weis MC 329. 


Unander, Eric 

Born 1720. Ordained October 18, 1747. Adjunct at Bergsjo, Helsingland, 
Sweden when appointed May 29, 1749 to be Vice-Pastor at Raccoon (Swedesborough) 
and Penns Neck, New Jersey. Left Stockholm with Acrelius July 20, 1749, arrived at 
Philadelphia November 6, 1749. Appointed Pastor letter dated October 28, 1750, 
installed Trinity 10, 1751. Preached in Swedish, then in English, also visited each family 
for Catechism once a year, visited Swedes at Maurice’s river, on Delaware Bay above 
Cape May, and supplied 1749-56 St. John’s, the English church at Salem. Repaired and 
improved parsonage and glebe. In 11 years he reported he had baptized over 50 adults 
and several hundred children. 

Visited Moravians at Bethlehem with Acrelius June 18-19, 1754. Appointment to 
Christina, DE, dated September, 1755 arrived July, 1756, and he began service there in 
October, Trinity 17, 1756. Wrote SPG enclosing testimonial dated June 28, 1760 from 
Gloucester County, New Jersey, residents, that he had spent 7 years in Salem and 
Gloucester Counties, New Jersey and about four at Chester (Pennsylvania) and 
Newcastle (now Delaware). (C/AM.2.6-7). 

Testimonial to Erik Unander sent SPG July 6, 1760 from 17 members of the 
church at Wilmington, 16 surnames English. (SPG B 21.301) Testimonial to Unander 
July 22, 1760 from churchwardens of Concord and Chichester, Pennsylvania. GPG B 
21.304) Testimonial to Unander 1761 from Robert Jenney, William Smith. William 
Sturgeon, and George Craig. (SPG B 21.302) Similar Testimonial 1761 from Vestry of 
Salem, New Jersey, 11 names, all British. (GPG B 21.303) [ck these - was Unander 
serving them?] 

Served until 1762 when he returned to Sweden, where he was appointed to Nore 
Parish. Died April 30, 1766. Preached in English one Sunday a month. 

Married Maria Hesselius, daughter of famous painter Gustaf Hesselius. 

SPG B.21.301-304, C/AM.2.6-7, Actrelius 313, 339-343, 401, Burr “Swedes” HM 

7(1938):123, Clay 152 53, Eckman 131, Geissler 51-55, 97, Johnson Collin 

Journal 223 n.27, [SPG Proceedings, 1761], Weis, MC 330.. 


Wicksell, John 

(Wiesell) Born 1736 if ordained at age 24. Swedish Lutheran missionary. Sent 
over 1760, arrived 1762, Pastor, Raccoon (Swedesborough) and Penn’s Neck, New 
Jersey 1762 to October 30, 1770 when he returned home, died 1800. Weis MC has him 
there until 1774. 

Began keeping church records in English. Secured charter for Raccoon Church 
1765 through New Jersey Secretary Charles Read, a friend of Wicksell’s. New rectory 
built at Raccoon by March 14, 1765; old glebe at Pilesgrove rented out to Jonas Keen, 
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catpenter of new rectory with 5 years rent free for his services. Arranged singing classes 
at Penns Neck, where services were in English. 

Wicksell, Andreas Borrell of Christina and Johan Haggblad had conflict with 
Provost Carl Wrangel June 2, 1765. Reasons not stated, but perhaps related to Wrangel’s 
1760 order not to take charge of vacant English congregations for subscriptions or to 
Wrangel’s sympathy with Methodists. 

Wrote SPG from Princes Square (London?) April 19, 1774 and two other letters 
about his ministry at Salem, New Jersey. (SPG C/AM.2.68-71 [check these]) 

Succeeded by assistant, Nicholas Collin. 

SPG C/AM.2.68-70, Acrelius 344, Clay 154, Geissler 15-20, 22-23, 33-34, 37, 97, 
Johnson Collin Journal, Weis MC 345. 


Windrufwa, Andreas 

Born 1701 if ordained at age 24. From Westgotland. Swedish Lutheran 
missionaty at St. George’s, Penn’s Neck, New Jersey, from Summer, 1726 to death 
November 5, 1728. 

Accompanied Peter Tranberg, sailed September 1, 1725, as Adjunct Pastor, 
“called by Bishop Svedberg, in his Ministerial Commission and passport, Drufva, to 
distinguish him from his unfortunate brother” [whor] (Acrelius). Shipwrecked on 
Norway coast, aided by SPG, arrived in Philadelphia by June 30, 1726. 

Married into Jaquett family. 

Clay 153, Bjork (tr. Nothstein) 28, Geissler 41-42, 97, Weis MC 346. 


Wrangel, Charles Magnus von 

(- Carl) Born 1727 if age 30 when he received Gottingen D.D. 1757. Student at 
Westeras and Upsala. Swedish Court Preacher 1757. Appointed late 1758 to be Provost 
and Pastor of Gloria Dei, Wicaco, Philadelphia. Arrived Spring, 1759, served to return 
1768, where he was made First Court Preacher. Died as Pastor of Sala 1786. 

St. James’, Kingsessing and Christ Church, Upper Merion built about 1763. 
Secured charter of incorporation for “the United Swedish Lutheran Churches of Wicaco, 
Kingsessing, and Upper Merion,” September 25, 1765. 

Invited Henry Melchior Muhlenberg to August 24 to 25, 1760 meeting of 
Swedish clergy and to accompany him in visit to Tinicum Island, site of first Swedish 
settlement and church. “He was one of the most popular preachers the Swedes ever had 
among them, and was usually obliged, on account of the crowds who attended his 
ministry, to preach in the open air. I (Clay) have heard him represented as possessing a 
most winning and captivating eloquence.” 

William Smith wrote SPG August 20, 1768 introducing Dr. Wrangel, Swedish 
Commissary of Philadelphia. (SPG B.21.260) 

Johnson says that “while in London on his return to Sweden he persuaded the 
great Divine (Wesley) to send the first Methodist missionaries to America.” [check 
Wesley Journal.] 
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SPG B. 21.260, Acrelius 244, 261, 345-349, Clay 124,151, Johnson Collin Journal 
225 n.23, Weis MC 348-349. 


Zetskoorn, Abelius 

Schoolmaster for Lutheran children at New Amstel about 1662. Probably not 
ordained, but preached at Tinicum Island in the Delaware Whitmonday that year, though 
Lars Lock objected. Report that he baptized denied. 

Eckman 37-38, [ERNY 1:550, Documents NY 3:40, 432, 433, 446, 12:446]. 


